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Social Events Organiser’s Report
16™ April, 2009

Over the past 12 months or so, a number of social and other events have been organised on beha]f of
our Association’s members by myself and others, these included:

Two arranged tours to Fremantle Prison

Christmas BBQs at John Tonkin Reserve, Fremantle
Christmas lunch at F.W. & S.C.

Sea Sunday Service at St. John’s Church

ANZAC Day parade & lunch

International Merchant Navy Day memorial service and lunch
Austal Ship Yard visit

Two Great British Sing-along/Entertainment events

M.V. “Doulos” ship visit

Three Barry Hicks Nautical Museum visits

BBQs following the Nautical Museum visits

Fremantle Port Authority Pilot Simulator visit

Fremantle Port Authority Control Tower and Observation Deck visit
Australian Submarine Corporation’s facility visit

Trips out on Tony’s new boat

Some of these above visits have been very poorly attended, with only my wife, Moira, and myself
attending on a couple of occasions. Numbers attending these events continue to decrease,
necessitating cancellation on more than one occasion with no better response when re-scheduled,
despite apparent increased response from members.

Owing to the ongoing low numbers of our members attending organised events, | feel that any future
activities should be planned in conjunction with other Associations, possibly the Allied Merchant
Seamen’s Association and the World Ship Society. I am, accordingly, now advising that the recent
visit to the Australian Submarine Corporation’s facility is the last event which I, personally, will be
organising solely for our Association members to attend.

Whilst making this statement I must emphasis that I appreciate that age, illness and distance
prevent attendance at events that members would otherwise readily attend, but the lack of our
numbers due to these circumstances should not prevent others being able to take advantage of
opportunities as they occur if numbers can be increased to a practical level via inviting the
attendance of other Associations who share our interests.

Derek Butler
Social Events Organiser
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